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M7 Analysis and  Concept

Morvern
Land  Manag em ent Plan
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Current Species
Native Mixed/Other Broad leaves
Birc h
Dou g las Fir 
Larc h
Lod g epole Pine
Other/Mixed Conifers
Norway S pru ce
Oak
S c ots Pine
S itka S pru ce
Other/Mixed Broad leaves

Morvern LMP Bou nd ary

Proposed Road s
Existing  Road s

S cale: 1:35,000 @ A2

Identify and protect water su pplies across th e forest by the
desig n of riparian bu ffers and d u ring  operational m anag em ent.

Diversify the rang e of prod u ctive spec ies planted with targ eted
areas of prod u ctive broad leaves and d iverse conifers on areas
of better soils and lower exposu re. Maintain the c ore prod u ctive
elem ent of S itka spru ce to m aintain the c ontribu tion of th e forest
to the local and National ec onom y. S itka spru ce is id eally su ited
to th is forest and d isplays a very h ig h  rate of carbon captu re,
the tim ber prod u cts prod u ced  are a su stainable su bstitu te for
energ y intensive m aterials su c h  as carbon and steel.

The restoc k d esig n is fou nd ed on the princ iple of an intact, m aintained
and  fu nctional deer fence, with g ood  d eer c ontrol with in the LMP area.
Th is sh ou ld  allow th e establish m ent of areas of softer Mixed  c onifers
ac ross the forest wh ic h  enables the d esig n to better reflect landform
and  avoid  bloc ky bou nd aries arising  from  the lim itations of fence
constru ction. Th is approac h  sh ou ld  also fac ilitate natu ral reg eneration
of NBL across wid er areas. Ensu ring  that NBL reg en isn’t
ou tcom peted by S itka spru ce reg eneration in areas where NBL is the
targ et establish m ent spec ies will requ ire m onitoring  and  m anag em ent.
Planted NBL areas are likely to requ ire internal deer fenc ing  to
bec om e established.

Restore areas id entified as su itable for peat
restoration and enhance the wood land  m arg in
in the vic inity with NBL where feasible.

Vary c ou pe sizes and scale these to landform  and location on the
slope. Cou pes along  the lower forest m arg in being  g enerally
sm aller and scaling  u p fu rther u p the slope. S eek to d isperse and
vary as far as possible the felling  ph ases across the forest su bject
to the c onstraints of c rop heig h t, wind firm  ed g es, previou sly felled
areas etc. Ensu re a 2m  heig h t d ifferential in ad jacent felling  c ou pes
by felling  early and late in sequ ential ad jacent cou pes. Consid er
d elayed  restoc king  wh ere necessary to ac h ieve the 2m  d ifferential.
Relate cou pe m arg ins to landform  and  land scape scale where
feasible.

Prioritise, su bject to resou rce availability, the restoc king  of th e
extensive felled  areas to avoid  ad jacency issu e, red u ce weed
com petition and red u ce the u nprod u ctive tim e in the silvic u ltu ral
rotation.

Restock with prod u ctive broad leaves in the
proxim ity of Loc h aline to provid e an aesth etically
pleasing  wood land  that cou ld  be adapted to work
with the Forest Croft concept. The site is fairly
sh eltered and has g ood  soils.

Wh ile th is area is m arg inal for Continu ou s Cover Forestry
(CCF) it represents the only area wh ic h  h as been su c cessively
th inned and  stood  u p. The soils are g enerally su itable and road
ac cess and slope are g ood . Monitor su itability for CCF in lig h t of
wind blow and adapt m anag em ent ac c ord ing ly.Retain areas of m atu re Norway spru ce as long  term  retentions

where these oc c u r in sheltered areas. These areas are likely to self
th in, wh ic h  wou ld  enh ance stand stability. Matu re c onifer areas
provid e habitat for Red  squ irrel and raptor nesting  sites and are an
ec olog ical attribu te lim ited in extent across the forest.

Fell to recycle d iseased Larc h  d u e to
steep, roc ky slopes and environm ental
sensitivities.

Restore footpath  link d u ring  restoc king , and seek
to extend rang er path s on restoc k sites g enerally
to c reate m ore inform al path linkag es and
c irc u lar rou tes.

Restock failed Lod g epole pine areas on m ineral soils with S itka
spru ce in ord er to c om pensate for loss of th is prod u ctive
spec ies in other parts of the forest.

S eek to enhance the setting  of the S c h ed u led Townsh ip by
inc reasing  tree spec ies and  stru ctu ral d iversity at restoc king .
Continu e lig h t g razing  to m aintain the open g rou nd  h abitats.
S afeg u ard  arc h aeolog y and enhance the setting  and linkag es
between featu res at restoc king .

Restore peat ranker areas to m ainly open g rou nd  and  NBL.

Areas of Barr have sh own g ood  reg eneration of a wid e rang e of
NBL spec ies. S eek to establish NBL and restore PAWS  by
natu ral reg eneration in th e first instance. Monitor and c onsid er
targ eted  fenced  planting  of NBL where natu ral reg eneration isn’t
working . Enhance NBL riparian linkag es and  links with  ad jacent
NBL wood land  areas.

Note on Text Box Colou r:
Blu e - S ilvic u ltu ral Com m ent
Green - Conservation Com m ent
Pu rple - Com m u nity and  Cu ltu re Com m ent


