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Peat soils where open habitat restoration
may be the most approriate land use.

Undertake soil and peat depth surveys have identified 
areas where there is a presumption to restore deep 
peat to peatland habitats. Other open areas will be 

restored to upland heath.

The steep ground will limit the type of machinery that can be 
used for harvesting and thus influence the silvicultural systems

that can be used to manage the area.
Gradually remove the current crop of conifers on the site by the

use of small clearfell coupes and restock with oad and other 
appropriate native broadleaves to extend the area of the 

neighbouring oak woodland.A number of watercourses in Hill of Wangie and
Hillockhead are tributaries of the river Lossie. 

Improve the water quality of these watercourses by 
establishing a riparian woodland (50% native

 broadleaves and 50% open ground) for 10m on 
either side of all watercourses.

Kellas Oakwood SSSI is a rare example of an acidic oak woodland in north east 
Scotland. It is classified as ancient and semi natural.

Continue the ongoing work to move designated site into favourable condition 
by reducing browsing levels with deer fenceing and removal of non-natives. 

Also extend the area of oak wood westward along the face of the Hill of Wangie.

Hillockhead is a plantation on an ancient woodland site.
Restore the woodland to a native pine woodland by using

LISS management. The removal of non-native natural 
regeneration will be required.

The number of informal mountain bike tracks that run through 
the woodland make operations, particularly harvesting 

operations, difficult without causing damage to the trails.
Work with the local mountain biking community and local 
riders to agree an area where routes can be retained and

do not cause a severe constraint on future operations.

Areas of conifer crops that are producing timber through
thinning and felling.

Continue to manage these areas as commercial crops. After 
felling restock with productive conifers that are appropriate

to the site conditions (soils and climate).

Area of mostly failed SS/LP but with 
some trees that have become established.

Fell trees inorder to allow peatland 
restoration to be undertaked.
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