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1	 Introduction & Scope

Introduction

The overarching purpose of this study is to demonstrate the feasibility of 
owning and managing land at Callop for community benefit. This includes: 

•	 Assessing the demand requirement for new parking and facilites 
provision at Area B, Callop approx 1.5miles southeast of Glenfinnan off 
of the A830;

•	 Assess the suitability of Area B to meet the transport needs identified 
and model options for the site at Callop;

•	 Identify appropriate interventions in Area A to enable sustainable 
walking, wheeling and cycling provision from Callop to Glenfinannan 
and sustainable management of the woodland. A separate active 
travel greenway study by Sigma consultants between Drumsallie to 
Glenfinnan passing through Callop has been prepared, with several 
options for the routes. This will be considered in relation to the Callop 
layout;

•	 Prepare indicative drawings for the site and building layouts to meet 
client needs.

This report focuses on the landscape elements of the project. The architect 
Rural Design and forestry consultant will be looking at those specific 
aspects.

The wider team will be: researching options for generating revenue and 
developing a viable business model to deliver these; assessing the risk 
associated with community ownership and management of the assets; 
reviewing funding availability and phased delivery plan; and preparing a 5 
year business case.

This proposal is about managing existing pressure; not creating new 
demand.

© Crown copyright and database rights 2022 Ordnance Survey 100049945

Location Plan

Area A - Active travel route 
Callop to Glenfinnan

Area B - Parking & Facilities at 
Callop to service Glenfinnan

Former boardwalk link
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2	 Context : Car Park Options Study

Information gathering and establishment of baseline data

The site is approx 1.5 miles southeast of Glenfinnan off the A830 into FLS 
land which is dominated by peatland. A core path which is also a forest 
track passes the site and continues west toward Glenfinnan, crossing the 
River Callop as it passes the site. 

Desktop baseline data has been collated for the Callop site including: 
Topography; Landscape designations; Heritage designations; Geology, 
Soils and Woodland.

Following a site visit, a series of 3 appraisal diagrams have been prepared 
that looks at Callop, the corepath / forest track and the area next to the 
footbridge at Glenfinnan where the boardwalk used to be.

A830

Corepath 
& forest 
track

Callop development 
area - indicative

Aerial drone image : credit Mark Normand 
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3	 Desktop Analysis
Topography

The car park area for the Callop car park site lies at the base of the 
River Callop valley floor at 12m AOD. The core path and forest track 
rises to 29m AOD before descending to water level at Loch Shiel.
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Landscape Designations:

The Callop site is overlaped by the Ardgour Pinewoods Site of Special of Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) to South-West, designated for its remnants of semi-natural Scots 
pine woodland and provision of suitable habitats for the chequered skipper 
butterfly as well as a significant assemblage of beetles and reptile. A second SSSI, 
Loch Shiel, is directly adjacent; both these SSSIs are overlaped by the Ardgour 
Pinewoods SAC - an area of interest for the presence of Caledonian and alluvial 
forest habitats - which is bordering the western side of the site along the existing 
core path and FLS access track.

Areas of ancient woodland are found in the vicinity, the closest being at a 50m 
distance of the site to the West.

The Loch Shiel SPA and Loch Shiel National Scenic Area, covering Loch Shiel and 
its surroundings to the East, and Special Landscape Area extending up to the 
slopes of Beinn an Tuim to the North, are all more remote (> 1000m distance) 
therefore do not create substantial constraints for the site.
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Heritage Designations:

The are no heritage designations present on the site to create a 
constraint. The closest designated site is the Glenfinnan Monument 
several hundred metres away to the west.
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Soils

Soils throughout the Callop area are described by the James Hutton 
Institute as a split between peaty podzol and peat.  However, more 
detailed assessment of soils by FLS has identified areas of deep peat 
(i.e. exceeding 50cm thick). 

The area to the east has been part of peat restoration works by FLS.

The corepath and forest track and link to the footbridge at Glenfinnan 
are categorised as peaty podzols.

© Crown copyright and database rights 2022 Ordnance Survey 100049945. National Soil Map 1:250 000 copyright and database right The James Hutton Institute 2022. Used with the permission of The James Hutton Institute. All rights reserved. 
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Bedrock Geology

The Callop site lies within the West HIghland Granite Gneiss Igneous 
Intrustion, Neoproterozoic - Felsic Rock.

The superficial deposits are Peat, comprising accumulated organic 
material, forming beds and lenses within lagoons, bogs and swamps.
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Woodland

The Callop car park site has a thin slither of native birch woodland on 
the edge to the core path / forest track on the south west corner.

The forest track / core path runs through a mix of ancient woodland 
and native woodland, mostly birch. 

Forest and Land Management Plan follows on the next page.
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Loch Shiel - SSSI
Oligotrophic Loch catchment

Direction of deer
pressure from
neighbouring land

Chequered skipper
prime habitat

Private properties in the LMP area

Work with neighbours to remove 
threats of rhododendron in the 
wider environment -  protect 
designated and priority habitats 
and reduce Phytophthora ramorum 
threat to larch crops

Work with neighbour
to secure the Ardgour
pinewoods designation
features to good condition

Implement measures to remove
grey alder crops and its invasive
spread along forest road verges

Identify measures to improve
chequered skipper habitat in
Scamodale and Dahl

Rubha an Fhaing
Dhuibh Scheduled
Monument - remove
scrub from buffer area
& manage regrowth

High elevation areas.
Important upland open & woodland
priority habitat including montane
heath. Accept native regeneration
in non-priority habitats and upland
heathland habitats where permitted,
especially in riparian areas

Identify felling proposals
which minimises the
impact on the wood ant
colonies

Riparian Management Zone (RMZ)
Implement extended riparian habitat
post felling operations to build resilience
for salmonid spawning habitat

Consider re-aligning the strategic deer fence to 
include protection of high elevation priority 
open habitats.

Corrantee Lead Mine - Scheduled Monument
Remove scrub from the masonry and the
heritage buffer area. consider the removal
of standing crop from the Scheduled area

Commence the restructuring of Achanellan 
Forest starting where initial operational access 
is achieved in eastern part of forest.

Replace the bridge
at Dahl

Commence PAWS restoration as restructuring
progresses in the eastern and central areas of
Achanellan Forest

Access to enable deer control will
improve as planned roading is
constructed

Peat depth surveys to identify extent of  
forest-to-bog restoration areas. Peatland 
restoration here will improve resilience of 
Claish Moss designations by expanding  
bog habitat 

Long term conversion to native woodland will improve
connectivity to neighbouring designated woodland
habitats

Removal of larch crops will progress as 
felling for PAWS and peatland restoration 
proceed, reducing risk of Phytophthora 
ramorum infection

Priority to identify operational access to 
this unroaded forest with economically 
mature crops in a high value 
environmentally sensitive area

Maintain prime chequered skipper habitat

Programme the removal of
windblown spruce crops

Develop programme to prioritise and manage ancient woodland features in 
the Natural Reserves, ASNW and PAWS designations. Improve resilience of 
riparian and salmonid habitats through the gradual removal of non-native 
regeneration and invasive non-native species

PAWS restoration - fell mature 
spruce crops to minimise  
seeding threats in adjacent 
regenerating felled areas. Monitor  
native regeneration and 
supplementary plant to secure  
desired tree establishment 

Ground truth Private Water Supply 
abstraction points.
Identify PWS catchments to inform 
forest operations and water 
protection measures

Introduce Scots pine to Scamodale and 
non- PAWS areas post felling to enable 
expansion of native pinewood habitats 

Identify operational access
to enable priority felling in
south Drumfern

Monitor the progression of native natural 
regeneration in the felled areas of Callop. 
Consider supplementary planting of 
desirable species of local provenance 
where seed sources are lacking in this 
European designated site

Peat probe the afforested deep peat
areas to identify forest-to-bog
restoration areas which will bolster
connection to surrounding nationally
important deep peat habitats

Assess deep peat areas outwith the 
forest-to-bog extent, to identify  
woodland that will improve carbon 
stocks whilst considering wider 
habitat requirements.

Determine extent of resilience felling in Drumfern. 
Consider threats to designated areas, Caledonian 
pinewood habitat, plant health and forest-to-bog 
restoration requirements. Priority given to restoring the 
SAC/Caledonian woodland habitat.

Coire Thormaid
Complete ATV track - access to deer 
herding area, to facilitate deer control. 
Complete upgrade of strategic ATV track 
in the woodland area of Loch Shiel 
south.

Loch Shiel south
felled areas

Protect European designated habitat, 
restored peatland and woodland 
habitats
Secure perimeter fencing to facilitate 
effective & full deer control. Include deer 
grids at all forest road crossing points 
and construct self-closing pedestrian 
access gates.

Manage visitor use to eliminate the 
risk of wildfire as part of pinewood 
habitat resilience measures. May 
include information boards and the 
re-location of the vehicular barrier 
to prevent overnight stays

Protect and maintain this
strategic single point of
access to the vast majority
of the LMP including 
Glenhurich Forest. Protection
of operational and 3rd party
access is paramount to
successful land management.

Forest road
LS1

Identify opportunities for productive
forestry that is in keeping with the
spirit of native landscape
restoration where soils, exposure
and slopes permit.

Legend

Forest Roads

Blocks

Component
Visualisation

Statutory Plant Health
Notices (SPHN)
(Open)

Planned Roads

Fences and Walls

Restored_Peatland3

Core_Pinewoods23

Cal_Pine_Regeneration

_100_percent_Deep_P

Partial_Deep_Peat2

Sites of Special
Scientific Interest

Special Areas of
Conservation

Wetland of
International
Importance - RAMSAR
Sites

Sub-compartments

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.
© Crown copyright and database right 2025. All rights reserved.
Ordnance Survey Licence number AC0000820350.
© Getmapping Plc and Bluesky International Limited 2025.

0 0.95 1.9 2.85 3.80.475
km ±

East Loch Shiel LMP - Concept

Author: FLS West Region

Scale @ A1: 1:50,000

Date: 08/09/2025

Forest & Land Landscape Management 
Plan for East Loch Shiel - extract

A key priority for the LMP is to protect and 
maintain the single point of access off the 
A830 which serves FLS Glenhurich Forest and 
all the LMP forests outwith east Drumfern. This 
forest track is also the core path and serves as 
an access for the nearby fish farm operated by 
MOWI.

Monitoring of the progression of native natural 
regeneration in the felled areas of Callop, 
recognises that it may require supplementary 
planting of desirable species of local 
provenance.

There is a desire to prevent overnight stays 
within the adhoc parking area next to the 
bridge over the River Callop to eliminate the 
risk of wildfires as part of the pinewood habitat 
resilience measures. This may include relocation 
of the vehicular barrier to the north side of the 
bridge.
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SEPA flood map extract

SEPA Flood Maps - extract

The SEPA flood map indicates a high likelihood 
of River flooding (10%) each year across the 
southern half of the site, indicated in dark blue.

This information will require further detailed 
investigation to refine what is quite a coarse 
mapping.

This will pose a constraint where any overnight 
parking, structures and buildings may be 
located, that will have to be outwith the flood 
areas.
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4	 Site  Analysis
Callop

The proposed car park area lies off a spur from the A830 1.5miles 
east of Glenfinnan. The existing access track is a priority and singular 
access for FLS forestry, and serves MOWI fish farm operations, as well 
as being designated a core path. Any development would require an 
upgrade to improve visibility and access onto the A830.

The old track is parallel to the existing trunk road and this is bounded 
with the A830 to the north defined by a rocky outcrop following the 
road line and a mix of self sown birch, pine and bracken.

A spur from the forest track serves another FLS track headed 
eastwards.

The ground is mostly boggy peatland with various ditches and a 
tributary of the River Callop naturally forms the southern boundary 
edge of any development. It’s designation as deep peat will require 
the design to consider avoidance, mitigation and any justification for 
offsetting.

The SEPA flood map indicates there is high likelihood (10%) of annual 
flooding to the south eastern half of the site. This will require further 
more fine grained investigation and may constrain where or whether 
overnight parking is possible, and where any strutures buried or above 
ground may be located.

The primary forest track / core path heads south toward the Callop 
River bridge with this forming the natural western boundary for the site 
lined with birch dominant tree cover, south of the gun club shed, which 
will likely be relocated. 

The centre of the site is dominated by a rocky outcrop, some 30 x 
40m across and forming a high point a few metres higher than the 
surrounding flat ground. 

Views east toward Ben Nevis are found, with the remainder of the 
site feeling semi enclosed by the surrounding woodland and rising 
topography.

The land east of an existing ditch has been part of a peat reclaimation 
project by FLS, which is extensive in it’s coverage.

Adhoc overnight parking south of the river bridge crossing poses a risk 
of wildfires to the pinewood habitat, therefore a future vehicular barrier 
could be relocated to north of the bridge crossing.

During peak season cars are found to be parked along the A830 from 
Glenfinnan almost to the Forest track entrance at Callop and pose a 
safety risk with pedestrians walking back toward Glenfinnan on the 
main road with large lorries and high volume of traffic toward Mallaig 
with onward connection to the Isles.

Cal l op l andscape apprai sal  ( 1: 1000)

0 20 30 40 50 m

A8 3 0

Cal l op Ri ver

Core path and FLS /
MOWI access track

KEY

Existing woodland

Areas of rocky outcrop 

Areas of rough grassland / scrub / 
heath

Ditches

Land used for agricultural purposes

Shingle

High likelihood (10%) of River 
flooding annually

Track ( ol d road)

Ad hoc
parking

View East
towards Ben

Nevis
Existing gun club to be relocated

and shed to be cleared

Flat peaty ground

Possibility to extend
car park into this flat

ground area

FLS track

Mix of pine, birch & bracken 
and rocky outcrop

Route West
towards

Glenfinnan

exi st i ng di tches

Birch-dominant tree cover, to
retain where possible

River defines site 
southern boundary

Access to
residence

Rocky outcrop 
to be retained

Existing access would need 
to be widened to provide 
adequate visibility splay

View east

1:5000 @ A3
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View north atop rocky outcrop View northwest toward main road spur View south

4	 Site  Analysis
Callop
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4	 Site  Analysis
FLS Track / Core Path

The forest road is designated as a core path. This is a wide 
(5-6m) compacted grit track often wedged between steep 
rocky outcrops to either side or steep banking. If the Callop 
site is developed to provide overspill parking for Glenfin-
nan there is potential for conflict between (future antici-
pated) heavy vehicle use of FLS and MOWI and people 
walking,wheeling and cycling.

A greenway study is nearing conclusion by another con-
sultant looking at an active travel route between Drumsallie 
and Glenfinnan, of which this section between Callop and 
Glenfinnan is under consideration. There are a number of 
possible options for the route. 

Halfway along the track between Callop and Glenfinnan, 
there is a remnant path to a lookout point eastwards. This 
high point away from the forest track provides panoramic 
views northwest toward Loch Shiel and to the southeast 
along the valley floor. Historically there was an information 
panel and seating at this viewpoint, which could be consid-
ered to be reinstated.

The track gradient rises progressively from Callop before 
continuing on as a forest track west with the core path di-
verging north toward Glenfinnan around Ardgour island.

There is an existing attractive path route around the Scots 
Pine wooded knoll with lovely views over the Loch.

Currently this feature is disconnected from Glenfinnan as 
the boardwalk element has been removed.

Si te apprai sal  ( 1:5000)A8 3 0

0 100 150 200 m

Forest track / core path analysis

Cal l op Ri ver

To Cal l op

Core path

Cal l op
Car Park

Si te

A830

Ei l ean
Mor

Potential to reinstate scenic viewpoint 
North-West / South-East

Lochan
Port  na
Crei ge

Steep slopes either side of the
forest track make it challenging for

alternative active travel route

Birch with occasional pine 
flank the forest track

Riparian woodland 
line valley floor

Although a designated core path, day to day
use by heavy vehicles by FLS and MOWI make
it a potential conflict with walkers and cyclists.

To Gl enf i nnan

An alternative parallel route for active travel is
currently being explored by another consultant as

part of a greenway between Drumsallie and
Glenfinnan; report due January 2026 for NTS.

Forest track

1:5000 @ A3

1:5000 @ A3
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Forest track / core path view south Loch Shiel and river valley from viewpoint Steep rocky cut  / steep slopes either side of track

4	 Site  Analysis
Forest track / Core Path
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Si te apprai sal  ( 1:2500)

A8 3 0

0 50 75 100 m

A8 3 0

Information Centre to Lochan Port Na Creige

NTS Glenfinnan

NTS car park

Information centre to be replaced

Limited size

CDT car park
Prone to flooding

Loch Shi el

Ri ver Fi nnan

Cal l op Ri ver

To vi aduct

Mo n u me nt

Former boardwalk to be reinstated to restore path
connection with knoll from Glenfinnan

Torran Giubhais
Scots pine wooded knoll 
with existing paths

Existing footbridge leads to
nowhere since boardwalk removal

Core path
Existing path boardwalk to footbridge

Forest
track

Core path leaves forest track

Ei l ean Ghl eann
Fhi onai nn

Torr a'
Choi t

Lochan Port
na Crei ge

4	 Site  Analysis
Ardgour Island

There is a small charming area to the south east of Glen-
finnan south of Callop River, which comprises of a wooded 
knoll with path network with mature Scots pine trees.

Currently this is disconnected from Glenfinnan as the 
footbridge across the river, does not have the connecting 
boardwalk anymore. 

There is a desire to reinstate this boardwalk connection 
from the north and providing a connecting route path from 
Callop to Glenfinnan to complete the link. 

Any new boardwalk would have to take into account the 
rising water levels over the last few years, and would likely 
require the new boardwalk to sit at a higher level than be-
fore for his reason.

There is also scope to provide a new link from the knoll to 
the footbridge along the southern side of the river bank.

1:5000 @ A3



19

4	 Site  Analysis
Boardwalk at Ardgour Island

View of bridge connecting to boardwalk in 2018 
(google streetview)

Current bridge with  no  boardwalk

Steel steps to shoreline

View of footbridge from north side of Ardgour island side - 
potential link path route 
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Si te apprai sal  ( 1:2500)

A8 3 0

0 50 75 100 m

A8 3 0

Information Centre to Lochan Port Na Creige

NTS Glenfinnan

NTS car park

Information centre to be replaced

Limited size

CDT car park
Prone to flooding

Loch Shi el

Ri ver Fi nnan

Cal l op Ri ver

To vi aduct

Mo n u me nt

Former boardwalk to be reinstated to restore path
connection with knoll from Glenfinnan

Torran Giubhais
Scots pine wooded knoll 
with existing paths

Existing footbridge leads to
nowhere since boardwalk removal

Core path
Existing path boardwalk to footbridge

Forest
track

Core path leaves forest track

Ei l ean Ghl eann
Fhi onai nn

Torr a'
Choi t

Lochan Port
na Crei ge

View of former boardwalk around west side of Ardgour 
island looking north

View from top of knoll at Ardgour island looking west over Loch Shiel

4	 Site  Analysis
Boardwalk at Ardgour Island
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5	 Callop Car Park Option A
We have developed 4 options for the car park layout, all of which work with the retention of the rocky outcrop as a feature and being cognisant of the flood risk at the south eastern end of the site. There is a further set of options where coach parking 
can be accommodated.The visibility splays have yet to be shown on the layout at the entrance - LUC will be reviewing this and vehicular tracking for the car park layout.

•	 Option A - Parking 110no spaces, accessible bays 8no, minibus 7no spaces, and camper van aires 7no spaces. Pros - efficient layout with toilets, accessible parking and shuttle bus bay drop off / pick up clearly at the entrance. Cons - some parking 
spaces lie within the area prone to flooding.
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5	 Callop Car Park Option B
•	 Option B - Parking 174no spaces, accessible bays 9no, minibus 10no spaces, and camper van aires 7no spaces. Pros- efficient layout with toilets, accessible parking and shuttle bus bay drop off / pick up clearly at the entrance. Increased number of 

parking spaces by extending approx 0.5Ha further east into FLS land. Cons - some parking spaces lie within the area prone to flooding.
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5	 Callop Car Park Option C
•	 Option C - Parking 163no spaces, accessible bays 7no, minibus 7no spaces, and camper van aires 9no spaces. Pros- efficient layout and extending parking further south into the site. Toilets, accessible parking and shuttle bus bay drop off / pick up 

clearly at the entrance but beside the rocky outcrop. Shuttle bus can turn at mini roundabout and faces west ready to exit the site.  Cons - some parking spaces lie within the area prone to flooding. Parking at southwest corner infringes very slightly 
into SSSI pinewood designation, however pinewoods are not in this area. 
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5	 Callop Car Park Option D
•	 Option D - Parking 167no spaces, accessible bays 7no, minibus 7no spaces, and camper van aires 9no spaces. Pros- efficient layout and extending parking further south into the site. Toilets, accessible parking and shuttle bus bay drop off / pick up 

clearly at the entrance but beside the rocky outcrop. Shuttle bus can turn at mini roundabout and faces west ready to exit the site.  This option avoids any car park infrastructure within the flood zone. Additional  parking provided eastward into FLS 
land.Cons - Parking at southwest corner infringes very slightly into SSSI pinewood designation, however pinewoods are not in this area. 
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5	 Callop Car Park Options with coach parking options

Summary of parking

•	 All options offer more generous size of bays than standard, for example car parking bays are 3 x 6m. This is borne 
from our experience on other rural tourism sites where there is a need for more generous spaces with differing types 
of vehicles, larger cars, and converted vans.

•	 All structures including the toilet block, sewage and black waste water disposal are located away from any flood risk. 
We have indicated a building footprint which provides 6 toilets and 2 accessible toilets, but this is a holding footprint 
until Rural Design develop their proposals along with any further retail offer.

•	 As per the feedback from the LPA we have incorporated pedestrian routes throughout, with a suggested building 
overhang that provides seating and shelter for those waiting for the shuttle buses, as well as a place to pack up a 
bike or prepare for a hike. Ebike hire, bike maintenance and way finding information could also be in this area, along 
with picnic tables.

•	 There is space for accessible parking next to the toilet block / shuttle bus, camper van Aires and mini buses. We 
have shown all of the options with the capacity for some coaches as overspill only, in the final diagram, assuming the 
majority of coaches will park at the visitor centre.

•	 Sustainable draing is provided via a series of swales, that would ultimately connect as an outfall into the burn or 
tributary of the burn, there is a small overlap through the flood zone which we think we may need a bit of drainage 
engineer input at the next stage.

•	 The landscape will including dense stands of birch and pine trees, to enclose and soften the immediate environs 
whilst still offering good views east toward Ben Nevis. Riparian woodland planting will line the burn edge to the 
south.

•	 The Drumshallie to Glenfinnan Greenway active travel proposals have several potential options, all of which come 
through the Callop site and could be accommodated in the car parking options. 
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6	 Ardgour Island Boardwalk Option A
We have developed 2 options for the boardwark reinstatement to Ardgour Island. Both 
options take into consideration the rising water levels by proposing two boardwalk 
types: one is a raised or elevated boardwalk, with handrails provided where the 
boardwalk is more than 600mm above the water level; where it is less than 600mm level 
difference, the boardwalk has no handrails but would have a raised tapping edge for 
guiding visually impaired

The proposals provide a wider boardwalk with localised widenings to allow stopping 
at the views and before the pinch point of the narrower footbridge link to Glenfinnan 
where cyclists will have to dismount if there are others on the bridge. The boardwalk 
overall geometry is ‘sweetened’ for smooth transitions in changes in direction which is 
better for those on a bike. 

An additional boardwalk stub next to the footbridge provide a potential link to the path 
routes around Ardour Island - this link is less accessible as it would include steps to 
accommodate the levels change.

•	 Option A - Boardwalk width of 1.8m widening out to 3.5m in places. This option 
doesn’t comply with Cycling by Design guidance for a two-way shared remote 
track but still offers improved accessibility in comparison to the previous boardwalk 
layout (which was 1.05m width on average with 4no. localised widenings / passing 
places)
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6	 Ardgour Island Boardwalk Option B
•	 Option B - Boardwalk width of 2.5m widening out to 4.0m in places. This option 

complies with Cycling by Design guidance for a two-way shared remote track (min. 
2.5m width - ideal 4.0m width).
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